FACILITATION OF THE TRANSITION TO A CIRCULAR
ECONOMY IN ROMANIA

Aqua Circular On-Line Conference 2020
Doris CADAR,
Institute for Research in Circular Economy and Environment “Ernest Lupan”
Timisoara, 7.10.2020

Global situation

2

Departure point – current challenges

3

Departure point – current challenges
Vlad
Preda
COO

4

European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform
•

•

•
•

A joint initiative - European
Commission and the European
Economic and Social Committee
European stakeholders instrument
for cross-country and cross-sector
collaboration
A "network of networks"
Mechanism to support the transition
towards a Circular Economy and the
EU Circular Economy Action Plan

 Advance the CE concept within EU Member
States, regional and local governments, civil
society and businesses
 Strengthen cooperation among stakeholders'
networks to facilitate the exchange of
expertise and good practices on the circular
economy
 Contribute to the identification of barriers
(social, economic and cultural) for
transitioning towards a circular economy at all
level of governance

Coordination Group
•
•
•

Joint Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference organised by the European Commission and
the European Economic and Social Committee in March 2017
24 representatives of civil society and local governments networks selected from 192
applicants (call for expression of interest was launched in summer 2017)
Inaugural CG meeting on 22 November – outcome:
– Concrete ideas for “networking the networks” (e.g. hosting events in the MS and
streamlining larger conferences)
– 3 Working Groups on CG actions to amplify the CE in Europe (Exchange of Practices,
Providing Knowledge, Fostering Dialogue)

Coordination Group Results
Circular Economy Action Plan Good Practices
Product design & processes
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Innovation & Investment
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Waste management

About IRCEM

We want to offer the opportunity to outline the circularity strategy
on critical infrastructures in the Black Sea region.

Coordination Group

ROCES Coordination Group

Iasi - April 12, 2019

Craiova - June 7, 2019

APPLICATION OF CIRCULAR
ECONOMY IN THE WATER SECTOR
Constanta – April 19, 2019

Timisoara - May 20, 2019

Cluj - May 10, 2019

Brasov - May 31, 2019

Buzau - May 16, 2019

Calarasi - June 3, 2019

Bucharest - June 11, 2019

ROCES water sector key strategic areas
at consultation stage
1. Water market drivers
Potable water and sanitation needs, industry intake and
leakages
2. Water footprint as an indicator of the quality of life
Water reliant communities, hydric resilience and education for
future generations
3. Industry and best available technologies
Circular economy barriers and opportunities on water quality
applied within the aquifer boundaries
Mineral water consumption and sustainable development
Industry 4.0
4. Water infrastructure assets
Strategic investments
Partnerships to foster community resilience and participative
budgeting
5. Water sector financing mechanisms
Financing ecosystem services and the green economy
Sustainable financing of water resources
6. Danube River and Black Sea geopolitics
EU focus on water resources and provision of associated
ecosystem services
Institutional water governance mechanisms

Dimensions of water use
(Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2018)

ROCES
Water market potential to circularity
Water is critical to life and should be considered at the heart of
the circular economy
Circularity practices across industry players – focus to measure
water footprint
For example, the recovery and treatment of sewage sludge and
processing it back for the land is commonplace. Not only is it a
recycling practice but a regenerative and restorative one as well.
•

Water resources and catchment area intelligence used to
eliminate pressure – dynamic and collaborative use of water
resource databases for any decision which impact communities,
business as usual practices that have a material contribution to
water resources, consumption levy impact on sewage and
sanitation efforts
For example, public health information generated by testing influent
can show drug abuse or illegal drugs intake at community level /
Covid infections back-tracing mechanism
•

Assets in the water management sector are kept in circulation for
as long as possible, and much longer than they were originally
intended in many cases (20-40 years), showing the ingenuity and
resourcefulness of the people who work in the sector.
For example, let’s just imagine what it takes to replace a dam
(lifetime 60 years) or how do you replace hundreds of kms of water
pipes that have new towns built over them?
How long do you keep up maintenance for before it becomes
uneconomical or causes problems? What do we do about lead pipes
that carry drinking water?
•

ROCES
Water resilience
Water and sanitation were formally recognized as human rights
under the UN system, 30th September 2010
Public policies related to water resources and water
infrastructure should target community resilience
Safe, sustainable and resilient water resources supplies for
communities
Public financial support should target communities which are gradually
exposed to climate change risks as well as those known to not follow
controllable consumption pathways (unpredictable risk on water
resources)
•

Cape Town airport, 2018

Urban changing consumption habits by local reuse and recycle of
water
Community behavioural changes in the way water gets used would
determine that volumes of influent into wastewater treatment plant
will decrease. This can drive structural change of priorities in financing
needs for maintenance / refurbishment / replacement of water assets /
components.
•

•
Improved water governance
This is mainly targeted to include the shared used of main water
bodies across nations – for Romania 2/3 of its border is natural.

If you want to go fast, go
alone.
If you want to go far, go
together.
AFRICAN PROVERB

Conclusions
Attitude for closing the loop!

ROCES
get involved
15

Thanks for your attention!

