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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
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AGENDA 2030
Following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development in 2015, Romania has constantly paved the
way towards a full and responsible implementation of the
Agenda and its 17 The Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs), through the reinforcement of the institutional
framework for sustainable development. In 2017, as part of
the Working Apparatus of the Romanian Government the

Department for Sustainable Development (DSD,) a
structure dedicated mainly to the implementation of 2030
Agenda and its 17 SDGs was set up.
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SDG6
As we build back better, from the pandemic, we have to
ensure the access to clean water and sanitation for everyone.

Water, as a central part of the circular economy, has a
dedicated goal in SDG6 (Clean water and sanitation) that can
help us progress the SDG agenda. Water, sanitation and

wastewater utilities, in their role as resource stewards, are key
protagonists in making this happen. In fact, achieving SDG-6 will
fulfill a fundamental human right. It will be a sign of a more

humane world, with fewer inequalities .
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Romania’s Sustainable
Development Strategy 2030
The adaptation of the 2030 Agenda to our national
particularities is fully expressed in Romania’s Sustainable
Development Strategy 2030, adopted in 2018
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In Romania, Country Report of
the 2020 European Semester
shows that even though
Romania has undergone a
steady progress in the SDG6
implementation, there are still
urgent measures that have to
be taken.
When compared to 2013, in 2018
there was a decrease in the
percentage of the population that
did not have access to a bathroom,
a shower and a toilet inside the
household, from 33.7% to 25.6%, but
Romania is still well below the EU
average of 2.2%.
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At the level of 2017, 67.5% of
the Romanian population was
connected to the public
drinking water network, out of
which 98% is represented by the
urban population. Thus, the
connection rate in the urban
area in Romania is comparable
to that of the EU states, situated
between 96-100%. Even
thought, the connection rate
within the rural area has
increased significantly, it is still
well below the European Union
average
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At the end 2017, over 1,700
sewer networks were
inventoried, out of which about
1000 were functional and 680
at different stages of execution.
With regard to sewage
treatment plants, in December
2017, there were 1,055
treatment plants, out of which
782 were functional and
another 273 new treatment
plants, completed, to which the
population had not yet been
connected or in technological
trials/decommissioned.
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For „the decade of action”,
Romania’s Sustainable
Development Strategy 2030
under the 2030 Targets of SDG6
states the following:
Connect at least 90% of
households in towns,
communes, and compact
villages to the drinking water
and sewerage network
Provide access to adequate
and equitable sanitary and
hygienic conditions for all with a
special focus on those in
vulnerable situations

THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY ROLE
The COVID-19
pandemic

The water-energyfood security

Regional Operational
Programs 2021-2027

The COVID-19 pandemic have
moved many countries into a long
period of lockdown.

The water-energy-food security
nexus could be addresses at
different scales, from global to
local and they may impact each
other.

In the Regional Operational Programs
2021-2027 the development of the
circular economy is among the
priorities identified at the level of
most development regions,
respectively:

The lockdown measures are driving a
major shift towards a “circular
economy” approach that aims to
maintain the value of products,
materials and resources for as long
as possible by returning them into
the product cycle at the end of their
use, while minimizing the generation
of waste

The SDGs represent the areas of
action which are targeted in order to
reach “the future we want”. In this
context, the SDGs 2, 6, and 7 directly
address the demand for improving
water, energy and food security.

• Regional Operational Program 20212027 South-West Oltenia
• Regional Operational Program 20212027 South Muntenia
• North-West Regional Operational
Program 2021-2027
• North-East Regional Operational
Program 2021-2027
• Regional Operational Program Center Region

Circular economy in the water sector
There are proposals for a circular economy
model framework for water sector on six actions
RECLAMATION

RECYCLING

› application of effective
technologies for the removal of
pollutants from water and sewage

RETHINK

› recovery of water from wastewater
for potable usage
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› rethinking how to use resources to
create a sustainable economy which
is free of waste and emissions
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REDUCTION

REUSE

RECOVERY

› prevent wastewater generation in
the first place by the reduction of
water usage and pollution reduction
at source

› reuse of treated wastewater as an
alternative source of water supply
for non-potable usage

› recovery of resources as nutrients
and energy from water-based waste

A proposed set of topics to be assessed for adoption and implementation
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PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH
TOOL TO ACHIEVE SDG 6 IN UNECE REGION
EUROPE
COVID-19 has shown that safe and sufficient water, adequate sanitation and hygiene can save lives.
The UNECE Protocol on Water and Health, jointly serviced by UNECE and WHO-Europe, provides a
practical tool for the principles of the 2030 Agenda and the accelerator framework that will
support countries to achieve access to water and sanitation for all and prevent diseases – “Where
we live should not determine how we live”
ROMANIA
In Romania, the Protocol on Water and Health has proved to be an important mechanism to
implement SDG 6 on clean water and sanitation. The setting of national targets for SDG 6 and
other water, sanitation and health related targets capitalized on the targets set under the Protocol.
Similarly, the Protocol has been useful in the process of developing the Romanian 2018 Voluntary
National Review regarding the above mentioned SDG

EUROPEAN PROGRAMMES

For the water sector

Green Deal
Romania has joined most European countries that support the use
of the Green Deal as a key element in the European Union's
Pandemic Recovery Plan, which integrates the ecological
transition and digital transformation.
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all institutions and individuals with a key role in the transition of
the water sector from a linear model to a circular economy,
presents an opportunity to accelerate and scale-up recent
scientific and technological advances that support greater
efficiency in the sector

New Action Plan for the circular economy
A The European Commission has adopted a new Action Plan for
the circular economy - one of the main constituents of the
European Green Deal. The new action plan foresees measures
along the life cycle of the product and aims to prepare our
economy for a greener future

Incentives for innovation
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European
Programmes

Policy Objective
A greener Europe: water and wastewater, circular economy,
risk prevention and management, energy and energy
efficiency - biodiversity, air quality and decontamination of
polluted sites, mobility and urban regeneration is reflected in:
Sustainable Development Operational Program 2021-2027 Promoting sustainable water management
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in the water sector are still sparse; the circular economy
will bring much needed focus to resource efficiency
within the sector and beyond, increasing the space and
urgency for innovation

The National Plan for Investments
and Economic Recovery
highlights the role of investments in the field of circular economy
within the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027
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